/BT. 34              EDWARDIAN

The Cabinet heard a good deal of Mr. Churchill.
One colleague remembered him cc as long-winded as
he was persistent," and another thought them " a very
forbearing Cabinet to his chatter." But his con-
tributions were not merely verbal. For his pen was
no less ready than his tongue, and he was developing
a tendency to circulate voluminous opinions in
writing for his colleagues' guidance. Some of them
remained unimpressed; but Mr. Churchill was a
strong believer in the influence upon Mr. Asquith of
"a carefully-marshalled argument, clearly printed,
read by him at leisure/' and attributed his subsequent
promotions to the Prime Minister's favourable opinion
of his frequent official writings. Mr. Birrell might
be irked by the deficiencies in his literary education,
and Sir Edward Grey once cried out in anguish that
" Winston, very soon, will become incapable from
sheer activity of mind of being anything in a Cabinet
but Prime Minister." It was an honourable accusa-
tion in such a company ; and Mr. Lloyd George was
differently affected by his irrepressible colleague.
" Sometimes," he told a friend, " when I see Winston
making these speeches I get a flash of jealousy and I
have to say to myself, * Don't be a fool. What's the
use of getting jealous of Winston ? ' "

He spoke about their social policy and the mount-
ing challenge of the House of Lords ; he introduced
a Trade Boards Bill, established Labour Exchanges
(after a preliminary study of the German system in
operation in Alsace, interrupted by a brief inspec-
tion of the Franco-German battlefields of 1870),
and initiated Unemployment Insurance. The Labour
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